
Guide to Warrants for Business Owners and Managers 
This guide explains the different types of warrants and warrant-like documents you may see 

during an ICE encounter, what each one allows (and does not allow), and what to check 

before taking action.  

Why Warrants Matter 

Warrants determine how far ICE may legally go. The difference between a judicial warrant 

and an administrative ICE document can mean the difference between lawful entry and 

unlawful entry into private areas of your business or home. 

1. Judicial Warrants (Search or Arrest Warrants) 

A judicial warrant is issued by a court and signed by a judge or a magistrate judge. It is the 

highest level of authority ICE may present. 

What a judicial warrant allows: 

• Entry into non-public areas only as 

specifically described in the warrant. 

• Search - only the locations listed in the 

warrant. 

• Arrest - only the person named in the 

warrant. 

What a judicial warrant does NOT allow: 

• Unlimited or general searches 

• Search of areas not listed 

• Arrest of people not named (absent 

separate legal cause) 

• Consent to search beyond the warrant’s 

scope 

What to check on a judicial warrant: 

• At the top of the document, does it say that 

it is issued by a court? 

• Is it signed by a judge or a magistrate 

judge? 

• Does it list your correct address? 

• Does it specify areas to be searched or a 

person to be arrested? 

 



2. ICE Administrative Warrants (Form I-200 / I-205) 

ICE administrative warrants are internal agency documents. They are not issued by a judge 

and do not carry judicial authority. 

What an ICE administrative warrant allows: 

• ICE to seek the arrest of a specific person 

• ICE to ask questions and request cooperation 

• Arrests in public spaces 

What an ICE administrative warrant does NOT allow: 

• Entry into non-public areas of a business or home 

• Forced entry or searches 

• Required cooperation 

• Override of property rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Subpoenas (Document Requests) 

A subpoena is a demand for documents, not a warrant. It does not authorize entry into 

private areas. It can be issued by a court or by ICE, but either way, it will have the word 

“Subpoena” and NOT the word “Warrant.” ICE also issues a “Notice of Inspection” that is a 

document inspection request, that you have 3 days to comply with and you get to choose 

whether to deliver copies of the documents to the agent or have the agent inspect your 

records on site. 

What a subpoena allows: 

• Request for specific documents 

• Time to respond (not immediate production) 

What a subpoena does NOT allow: 

• Search of your premises 

• Immediate seizure of documents 

• Entry into non-public areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Reminders for Employers and Managers 

• You may refuse consent to enter private areas without a judicial warrant 

• You are not required to help ICE identify or locate workers 

• Refusing consent and remaining silent are not obstruction 

• Never lie, hide people, or destroy records 

Bottom Line 

Judicial warrants are narrow and specific. Administrative ICE documents are limited. 

Knowing the difference protects your business, your employees, and your rights. 

This material is educational and not legal advice. 
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